Message

From: Munoz, Charles [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=AE303B61FC23433E89C844D7842C9626-MUNOZ, CHAR]

Sent: 2/6/2020 8:03:35 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Mike Stoker letter

Interesting. Happy to discuss if need be but I'm good with whatever direction HQ wants to take with this.
Thank you,

Charles Munoz
202-380-7967

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2020 11:56 AM

To: Munoz, Charles <munoz.charles@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Mike Stoker letter

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Lee, Stephen" <stephenies@bloombergenvironment.oom>
Date: February 6, 2020 at 2:49:43 PM EST

To: Press <Press@epa.pgov>
Subject: Mike Stoker letter

Hi there. Just got this from Mike Stoker. Any response to this? I’'m doing a story now. Sorry but 'mon a
quick turnaround; | can add your comments as a revision if it’s going to take you a little while.

TO THE CAREER STAFF IN EPA REGION 9:

It is with great regret that | deliver my final “All Hands” to this way. However the leadership in HQ left me
no other option. | received the call Wednesday at 8 am advising me that | either needed to tender my
resignation or | would be terminated by the close of business. Within minutes my EPA phone and laptop
were disabled.

So let me start by saying what I've told you before...the career staff in Region 9 are the most
professional, dedicated and passionate employees | have ever worked with. Every day you give 100% to
serve the EPA’s mission to protect the public health and environment. From the first day | was sworn in
I've tried to bring that same commitment to the job as well. Indeed working with you for almost 2 years
has and always will be the greatest honor in my professional life.

So why did the Wednesday morning call occur? There are a lot of specific situations that someday | will
reveal but that day will not occur while the President is still in office. | was appointed by the President and
| remain loyal to the President.

Generally speaking | will say | believe too many clashes between myself and leadership in HQ over policy

and non-policy items (when | was given advance notice which often was not the case) ultimately played a
significant role in the call. And you’ve all heard me say in past All Hands that | believed | had the best job
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in America and the only times it was very frustrating it always had something to do with HQ over matters |
had no control or input.

And then just 3 weeks ago | was told by someone in HQ whose identity will remain anonymous that it
wasn’t going unnoticed how many Democrat members in Congress were commending me for the job |
was doing. (Speaker Pelosi for Hunter’s Point, Congressman O’Halleran for Navajo Nation Uranium
Mines, Congressman Scott Peters for my work responding to transboundary sewage in the San Diego-
Tijuana sector of the border and Congresswoman Gabbard for Red Hill and my work representing EPA
on the Coral Reef Task Force in protecting, preserving and enhancing our coral reefs And even
Democrat Governors for my work in the American territories in the Pacific.) Bottom line | am proud of the
work I've done and | am especially proud that both Democrat and Republican lawmakers have applauded
my efforts. After all, last time | checked, the EPA’s mission to protect the public health and environment is
not a partisan issue...at [east it never has been for me.

So your guess as to why the call came is as good as mine. Other than what I've already stated | havent
a clue. In fact, when | asked for the reason for the termination there was a long pause and was only told
it wasn’t personal. Frankly | have a gut feeling it is and was 100% personal.

In closing | just to thank each and everyone of you. You all are truly the best of the best. You know |
always said to feel free to call or email anytime as your RA. That offer remains open. You can always
reach me at (805) 708-9100 or mikestokerdhasl com.

And so | say my final good-bye. They can take away the job but they can’t take away the
accomplishments we made together. And they can’t take away the fact for almost 2 years | had the
opportunity to work with and for the most outstanding employees anywhere. In my last All Hand in
November | closed by saying when my last day came what mattered to me the most is what you, not
others, thought of the job | did. | meant it then and | mean it now. Good-bye and best wishes to all of you
and your families.

Stephen Lee

Reporter

Bloomberg Environment

Direct: 703-341-3688

Mobile: 202-207-7249

Twitter: Qsklee_ca
stephenlee@bloombergenvironment.com

ED_004498_00001804-00002



